Three Things You Can Do to Improve Your Thesis or Dissertation

The first thing you can do if you wish to improve your thesis or dissertation is take the time to look at the dissertation or thesis manual provided to you by your department and carefully review whether or not all of the various criteria have been fulfilled. Have you put in the right sub-headings? Are the chapters in the right order? Is the general formatting of the paper as it should be? As a general rule, it is considered a good idea to go through and write the thesis or dissertation first and then take the time to ensure that the template provided by the department has been carefully followed. The reason for this is that writing the thesis or dissertation first without worrying overly about formatting and the like will give you additional time at the end to make the corrections which need to be made. 

A second thing which never hurts is to peruse completed dissertations or theses that have been done in the past (in your subject area, of course) and which have earned praise. This means that you should ask your professor if he or she has any papers from recent years they found especially strong; have a look at them and look at where their work is adjudged to be especially proficient. Basically, what did they do that others did not do? As an addendum, if your professor declines to furnish you with any such paper, then the next step is to simply ask the department if it has a “paper bank” or a database wherein some well-regarded former papers might be found. As a last resort, looking through the dissertations abstracts for papers that have touched upon a similar subject to your own could lead you to some exemplary work that may give you an idea where you can improve your own work upon revision.
The final thing you can do, and it may be the most important thing, is to try to enlist the services of a professional thesis or dissertation consultant. Have them go through the work and simply look at how you transition from one topic to another and whether your thoughts follow an orderly sequence – or are too haphazard and jumbled. It seems a small thing, but having somebody else look at your work is critically important – even at this advanced stage in your studies. After all, the “little things” (like your decision to skim over a tough concept when writing a chapter) could prove to be very big things to someone else who is not as familiar with the subject matter as you are. Furthermore, a lengthy compound sentence you neglected to revise earlier may not be that great a deal to you – you understand the subject matter and decipher the sentence – but someone else reading the paper for the first time may find that it breaks up the flow of the paper and causes confusion. In the final analysis, another set of eyes is never a bad thing – and can prove to be a very good thing, indeed.
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